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New Residence Hall Opens

“It's clean, it's new...
and the gym and
laundromat make
life so much easier.”

Christine Bvamypelista,
Fashion Merchandising Management "of

*1 say it's a hasury high-nze,” Ann Marie Grap-
i, direcior of Besidential Life, 1ells a group of
Student Affars stafl members pithered fora
fomar af the college’s new residence hall ab o6
West gist Street, And she isn't the only one
whar thianks this way.

1 Jove if,” says Christine Evangelista, a
hiird-year student in Fashion Merchandizing
Mlargypanent from Staten lslamd whio shares a
donslsde rewnm an the moth foor, 18 clean, o's
vl the gven and the Tawndnomal make
lifiz 30 rmach easier, P57 she adds, “the show-  Ahove: FIT studends move into their mew home od o5 West 13 Shreet.
erg are hoge.” Jennifer Lin, a second-year  Beowr Futhers suger te move their chiilren inte the maw restdence;
FRIM shadent froan Bayside, Queens, is simi-  end FIT Slealent Ambesszodors wediome new shadends,
laely armpressed. “I8s very, very spacious,” she
says of the triple she shares onthe Rind flooe “18% really bigy, and everything i brnd new.”

A reharmiang undergrachaates with hormes in the dty's Gve boroaghs, Baangelista and Lo would once have been insligible for
campus hoasings, Bal the g8 Street Besidenos Hall, which opened in fagrust, changed all that, Witk oo beds, the 1s-story

traildingy raises FITs capacity fior resicdend shudets o 200, allowing the collepe 1o rescind s “gg-emide mlbe,” which offens] came
pas hmasing only te shudents whe lived beyomd that distance.

The barildinggs resdents have jus aboot everythang they need oo Thene's o oyl loange with o6 compnabers and hjhes pessd
irherred acvess (Wil = on the wayl: a g stocked sith elliptical machines, treadmalls, and full-body workoat spipment; a liondrey
rowant with 5 washers and deyers; 2q-bour lobdy securniby; and a rrgee of ooes, twoe, threes, and ool sumtes, each with ils own bathe
rowant and Kitchemetie, As anadded boamus, many suikes fmtare spectacalar viewss of the Manbattan skylne and the Hudson River

A one might expect, the influxof oo new residents bas had animpact on o] boasinesses. Walk past the Mew Victory Diner
an Minth Avenue betwesn West goth and qist streeis, amd nght nest to the sign for homesmade vopart, youll see one anneouancingg
a terrpercent discou for FIT shdents, Just nest doos, Swan’s NYC Cleaners offers shlents Sventy percent off dey deaningg and

wash-ancl-fold services. “Fyery day, soane nesw FIT customers comme,” says manager Sarm Hongp who emphaszzes the maraal bere
afilz of the discenint progran. “1 hdp the students, and the stodents bel pome,” he sy

The 181 Street Residence Hall has also had
aninpaed on Residentia Lifie “We've doubiled
aur popalation, o we've had o double the
slaffing,” Grappo says. The new building is
eruipped with its own Resadential Life office
and a fall complemment of boilding rmarnagers,
resticlent coangelors, and regident assisiants.
The idea, says Grapps, is to ensure that the
students Feel conmected te the lamger FIT come
oy st a Few blocks away “We scanetines
refer to it as our “uptown’ bailding, bt the
el is boomake it seem like o seamless pros
ram,” ghe says, For example, the graduaate
ghidents and returoing wnderpradoates whae
live al gost Street receive the sime online o
enfation program that all sther stwdents in
carnpus housing enjoy. “Just becaase they e
returning shulents dosso't mean they shoald-
o'l b imelued "

Grappo says students enjoy living with a
rise] pradhaatefundergrdoate population in
a hall that fesds like an apartrnent bailding ved
has Resilential Lifis stallin place to help deal
with any problems or personal confllicts that
Iy e,

“They Feel independent, bat if they e
assistance, they know whens they can gpet i1,”
she says. And if they nesd a workoot, somme
clean elothes, or a Fisk internel conmection,
thes o et thicses, o,

THE CAMPUS
GONSTRUCTION
NEWSLETTER

Published each
semester by
Collepe Relations
Fashion Institute L
of Technology FALL 2008

SIGNAGE MASTER PLAN

Signz. They'ra all @vound us,
vei we tend not bo ek much
shiou: tham undil we're hope-
kssly kst Or desperaely
trgng 1o find zn eleslor an
=i, ora mslmom

Shigres & cneciE
howsrez, inhelping peopla
fo navigate svantting fom
highway= to thema parks
And asade from guiding
travelars fsom here to
there—something signaga
professionzls ralkr fo 25
“waglinding "—szigre also halp bo idenlily and brand physical spaces
formereg an imporant comporent of thar overall envinenmantal design.

Al o thess: feclors undeslay FIT's decision fo denslop 8 maslar sagrapa
plarming documeart that would inchude 211 of the exderior and interior signs
on campus—isoen e onas announcing that youw 3@ aboul o antera
parlicuiar budding bo thesa that hafp you lind tha eleators onca youTe
insade. “Our goal is bo have a comprehensive mesier signage plan in plecs
by May 2007, tha end ol tha acadamec year” says Loeta Lawrence Keare
vica peesident for Communications and Extemal Relationa, and chair ol the
sagraga working geoup ol the Merketing Communications Advisory
Committes. (The sigraga working group inchudes facuty sludants, and
admiresirators, a8 of whom will pervida input on the linal plan.)

Work om the master plan bagan in 20056 in perireship with Pemtzgram, a
muki-dsciplinery imemational design firm with axpertisa in amimnmenta
ard identity design. In addition bo redessgring the coffages prind matenials
sevar years ago, Pantagram has undertakan a numiber of small, solsad
signade popEcs aound mmpus. Most rscendly, the liem helpad dazign new
lempomary signage for The Mussum & FIT. Bow Penlagram is working
chinssly with fhe collage 1o develop a plen that will encompass the emtir
camges. and a8 of ils buildings. Right now, FITs signs am incorsisizantly
desigred 2nd inconsstently insalled,” Miches! Bnd, 2 parinar in Pentz-
gram s Maw ek oflice, cbaarves, “so our assignment = fo come up wiha
plzn 1o coondinate new signs for the whole campus, both insade and out, old
buildngs znd mes Oniethe planis n placa, well work with FIT fo prionitiza
the meeds and figure ot what signs should b= instalied in what ceder.

Ewven from a strzighticrward wandinding parspectva, the FIT campus
presamis a zanies of unicus chalknges. “As evarpone whio spends time
haee knoas, FIT is vary diflasent from your imapa of a fypical collegs
ampus.” Biarul nofes. s right in the middle of 2 busy part of a busy
oty the achiteciurs is 2 hodgapcdge, and the llow ol paopde is hecte and
unpredictablk:. &nd kt's bs honasl, thesa are aclualy some ol tha things—
sspecially tha connaction with Mew York City—that maka the campus
great. Bar: shill, it czn be confusing 2nd unwelcoming (o visitors, and @
naeds to feal Mo integrated”

In zddition, most of tha collge’s buddings ame physca®y connaclad (o
ona anosher, and axisting sagrage lands o &= both incomplele and incon-
sesent in ils design. Depending upon wham you fizppan bo ba, you might
=2 3 collaction of signs in a wariety of slyles and loms—il yow s=a any &
all “¥ou can get ol an elevator and ot know whe you ans: Bz arila of
passage,” Keare says woyly Aocoeding bo Josh Bea, a Penlagram dasignes
who worked on fhe sigraga for $he mussum, shudants evenha®y comea o
understand the piysical layout ol the campus “in @ vary personzl wag”
Yisiors, howevar am not 50 lucky. Conzequently, Kezna has from the ow-
=&| lapd bwo different comstiluancies in mind when considaring fhe masta
sagnage plart The AT community it==ll, mede up of students. facully, and
stall; znd 1he broader public, which inchudas prospective students. parents
almni, and tha meny visitors and bourists who am dreawn o tha cempus

Raisrg FT's public peolile is, in o2, & major goal of the signega
infistria. Acconding o Keans, some visibors find the colleges predomi-
nantly Beulafs! achitechore o ba selalively unimiling. [Pionsered by the
Swiss archisect Le Corbusiar Brofalism was an ofishoot of Modamist
achitecture that becama exbsamely popatiar nthe 1860s and 18705
s a resuk, the master signzge plen s imendied fo zdverlizs The colleges
prasanca in the city moee sleciivaly

“Raght now, | fael that FIT has oo fow a profile in Mew Yorks cukuml

Stignage Mastar Plar conbinusd o back



